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The line plots cumulative AIDS deaths in the United 
States from 1981 to 1990. In 1981, there were 130 
deaths; in 1985, 12,529; in 1988 at the end of Reagan’s 
second term, 61,816 people had died of AIDS in the 
U.S.; and by the end of 1990, 120,453. [Figures from 
amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research] 

Reagan's first public speech discussing AIDS, 31 May 1987. National Archives. 


